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Summary 

Two-Hundred Twelve (212) resources located within multiple geographic recently added to the 

Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) of the City of Grants Pass, Oregon were evaluated for potential 

historic significance at a baseline level.  Individual resources for evaluation were identified 

using a ñYR_BLTò date prior to 1967 as compiled by the Josephine County Tax Assessor, 

reflecting the standard 50-year rule typical of National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

evaluations.  ñBaselineò survey is limited to public right-of-way review to confirm rough 

construction data and preliminary evaluation of integrity.  Integrity, distinct from condition or 

habitability, is an evaluation of consistency with the assumed original design and materials and 

considers the ability to convey any possible significant association.  It is specifically noted that 

baseline evaluation, reliant entirely upon visible physical qualities, in generally focused on 

Criterion C for eligibility, meaning significance for architecture and design.  Baseline surveys 

only broadly consider potential significance for association with events, themes or significant 

individuals under evaluation criterion A and B.  For example, an early-appearing house with 

integrity but otherwise modest design may be related to significant individuals, early pioneer 

families, or have other associative value that is not evident from the public right-of-way.  By 

evaluating design, assumed age of construction and other factors such as adjacent land 

development patterns, such a resource may result in an evaluation of ñpotentially significantò 

pending further research. 

Given the development pattern and the preponderance, in all study areas, of resources built after 

1967 (in most cases much after), it seems highly unlikely that any of the areas will qualify as a 

National Register historic district.  Resources were therefore uniformly evaluated for potential 

individual significance only.  Small areas of the study that contain groupings of c1960s ranch 

house designs may share common development and could be evaluated for small historic 

districts of less than fifteen resources in the future, if interest were present.  None were so 

considered in this study. 

 

Evaluation Terminology 

Resources were evaluated using standard terms as developed for similar studies by the National 

Park Service, as modified by the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office.  Potentially Eligible 

resources are those that appear to retain sufficient integrity to their original design and a high 

likelihood of significance under either Criterion ñAò or ñCò for listing on the NRHP.  Criterion 

A considers association with broad themes in history, in this case the agricultural or rural 
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residential development of land peripheral to Grants Pass during the 20th century.  Resources 

built during the early decades, prior to 1930, or the expanded residential development in 1940s-

50s predominate.  Some rare examples of higher style modern or contemporary design, 

residential structures dated from the 1950s to early 1960s, were also considered potentially 

significant within the study context.  To ease identification, all Potentially Eligible resources 

are listed in Table 2 and have been highlighted in brown text in Table 3. 

Not Eligible resources are those that either reflect common architectural types without any 

distinctive characteristics, have been modified, expanded, or otherwise altered in a manner that 

negatively effects their ability to relate any significant association or design, or both. 

Given the development history, topography and, in some cases, vegetation of the study areas 

certain identified addresses were simply not visible from the public right-of-way, as they were 

located on flag lots, large forested parcels, or otherwise obscured from view.  In such cases 

reliance on available data from the Josephine County Tax Assessor, GoogleEarth, Zillow and 

similar internet-based sources was used in an effort to determine the character of the property.  

Where a clear understanding was not possible, such resources were identified as Not Able to 

Confirm, as shown in Table 2.  Such resources are, in general, assumed unlikely to prove 

individually eligible for listing on the NRHP but require further review. 

The following table documents the total survey results, by type, with the study areas. 

 

TABLE 1:  UGB Additions Baseline Survey 

Results 

BASELINE EVALUATION 
Resources 

Found 
% of 
Total 

Potentially Eligible under Criterion A, C or both 32 15.09 

Not Eligible (Common Type/Compromised Integrity) 102 48.11 

Not Eligible (Common Type) 36 16.98 

Not Eligible (Compromised Integrity) 20 9.43 

Total Non-Eligible (All types) 158 74.53 

Not Able to Confirm 22 10.38 

TOTAL  212 100% 

 

In summary, a total of thirty-two (32) or 15.09% of the resources within the study are were 

determined potentially eligible, pending additional research into their development history and 

associations.  A total of 158 resources (74.53%) were determined not eligible, for reasons of 

type or integrity.  Twenty-two (22) resources, or 10.38% were unable to be evaluated due to 

location. 
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When historic resources are found that are formally determined eligible, following additional 

research and evaluation, for listing in the NRHP, federal laws and regulations require that any 

Federally-funded project designs should be considered in an effort to that avoid impacting them.  

If the any future project is federally funded or involves federal permitting, the projectôs effects 

to such resources shall be determined using the criteria set forth in Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and Section 4(f) of the Department of 

Transportation Act of 1966. 

 

Project Description 

The Grants Pass UGB Additions Baseline Survey consisted of the evaluation of 212 resources 

within four basic study areas, generally described as; (1) resources in areas north and south of 

Redwood Highway (OR 199) and west of Allen Creek Road, (2) resources SW of Fruitdale 

Drive and Hamilton Lane and 3), resources in the Scenic/Granite Hill area NE of Interstate 5 

and 4) resources located west of Interstate 5, along Highland Avenue, north its intersection with 

NW Vine Street. 

In general, all these areas consist of mixed density residential development, in some cases with 

proximate commercial uses along major travel routes.  Portions of the study area south of 

Redwood Highway and in the Scenic/Granite Hill area occur in low-density forested slopes, 

with residential uses clustered along the public right-of-way for access.  Long access roads serve 

flag lots, often leading to heavily forested sites behind and above street fronting development.   

Historically (late 19th and early 20th century) development consisted of sparse settlement of 

rural, agricultural uses with mixed wood-framed residential structures in vernacular, bungalow, 

and minimal eave cottage designs.  Few examples of ñhigh styleò architectural designs were 

noted, with most construction preliminarily dated late-1920s through the beginning of World 

War II.  Some early outbuildings, including several larger barns, remained in some locations.   

Postwar construction in the 1950s through the end of the study period (1967) generally consists 

of ranch style residential designs, almost entirely wood-frame, in typical configurations.  

Several ñcontemporaryò designs, with flat roofs, glass curtain walls and cantilevered elements 

were present and may reflect local or mail-order inspired architect involvement.  Development 

provides evidence of the infill pattern, with older-appearing structures on once-larger lots 

flanked by post-war and later development, indicating a pattern of land division and increased 

density on once-larger rural parcels. 

Most study areas of the project includes significant amounts of development outside the historic 

period (i.e. post-1967) with larger single-family dwellings and multi-unit housing developments 

from the 1970s to the present.  Several early appearing buildings in the study area on large lots 

appeared abandoned and awaiting demolition and re-development of the site. 
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Methods 

Baseline resources for study were identified by the City of Grants Pass using Josephine 

County Assessor data to detect resources built 50-years ago or earlier.  This process provided 

an initial grouping of 208 resources for field study.  The Oregon Statewide Inventory of 

Historic Places (SIHP) was accessed to determine any previously inventoried or listed 

resources in the study area, finding none.1   

Resources at all supplied addresses were individually field checked during three separate site 

visits in December 2016 and January 2017, with photos taken from the public right-of-way.  

Non-accessible sites were researched using available online information, from either available 

tax records, GoogleEarth or Zillow online sources.  Photos of all resources were saved by 

address, with ñGò or ñZò added for those taken from online data due to lack of access.  Four 

resources (ID nos. 209-212), most non-dated by the Assessor, were identified in the field as 

pre-1967 construction and added to the baseline study. 

All resources were evaluated for potential significance using standard practice as defined in 

the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended), 36 CFR 800 et seq, and 

supplementary materials available from the National Park Service and published in National 

Register Bulletin No. 15, ñHow to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation.2  The 

Baseline survey format was adapted from the standard baseline form and process developed 

by Oregon SHPO and the Oregon Department of Transportation. 

 

Summary and Recommendation 

Survey of the areas recently added to the UGB by the City of Grants Pass included a total of 

two-hundred twelve (212) built in 1967 for earlier that were evaluated at a baseline level for 

historic significance.  The vast majority, almost 75% of the total, were determined not 

eligible, for reasons of condition or design.  Twenty-two resources, 10.5% of the total were 

not visible from the public right-of-way and remain unevaluated. 

There are thirty-two (32) historic resources located within the study areas that were built in 

1967 or earlier and appear to retain sufficient integrity in design and material to relate any 

potential significance.  Further review will be required to fully evaluate any association with 

regional development patterns, rural development, or broad themes in local history under 

Criterion A or to confirm any potential architectural significance under Criterion C.  A 

baseline study, by design, tends to an expansive review of potential significance, further 

evaluation will likely reduce the number of potential eligible resources in the study area.  

  

                                                 
1  Several resources in close proximity to the study area were included in the SIHP; the Byrne-Roper House (3252 

Cloverlawn Drive, the Orville C. Wade House (2300 Hamilton Lane), and the Samuel Stringer Silo (4300 Leonard 

Road) plus a grouping of resources on Upper River Road (see www.heritagedate.prd/stae.or.us/historic/)  
2  Available online at https://www.nps.gov/NR/PUBLICATIONS/bulletins/nrb15/ (accessed 17-January-2017). 

http://www.heritagedate.prd/stae.or.us/historic/
https://www.nps.gov/NR/PUBLICATIONS/bulletins/nrb15/
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Table 2:  UGB Additions Baseline Survey 

Potentially Eligible Resources 

ID PROPERTY ADDRESS 
YEAR 
BUILT 

PRELIMINARY 
ELIGIBILTIY 

1 2020 Allen Creek Road 1910 A, C 

11 2259 Allen Creek Road 1947 A 

17 2444 Allen Creek Road 1940! A, C 

22 2496 Allen Creek Road 1946! A, C 

57 1997 Demaray Drive 1935 A, C 

61 2212 Demaray Drive 1950 A, C 

69 1884 Dowell Road 1930! A 

71 1946 Dowell Road 1934! A, C 

82 2001 Dowell Road 1928 A, C 

88 2602 Hamilton Lane 1953 A, C 

89 2701 Hamilton Lane 1964 A, C 

110 2133 Hubbard Lane 1933 A 

112 2198 Hubbard Lane 1955 A, C 

114 2246 Hubbard Lane 1950 A, C 

119 2002 Jerome Prairie Road (Questionable Identification) 1930 A 

120 2280 Leonard Road 1946 A, C 

132 3383 Leonard Road 1930 A, C 

137 200 Meadow Lane 1957 C 

140 3066 Redwood Ave 1928 A, C 

153 311 NW Scenic Drive 1926 A, C 

154 334 NW Scenic Drive 1957 A, C 

156 381 NW Scenic Drive 1935! A, C 

172 884 Schroeder Lane 1947! A, C 

177 2370 Scoville Road 1947! C 

191 2384 Upper River Road 1947 A, C 

192 2392 Upper River Road 1937! A, C 

197 344 Walker Road 1958 A, C 

207 2425 Wolf Lane (Questionable Identification) 1966 A, C 

209 136 Granite Hill Road c1900 A, C 

211 2638 Leonard Road c1940 A, C 

212 2720 Leonard Road 1946! A, C. 

Resources identified ñ!ò after the date are considered incorrectly dated by the Assessor.  Resources 

identified as ñcò (for circa)  either do not have a ñYR_BLTò date or seem mis-dated and one was 

provided based on design and construction.  
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Table 3: UGB Additions Baseline Survey 

Historic Resource Analysis 

Map 
ID  

 

Property  
Name/Addr

ess 
Map/Tax Lot  

Construction 
Date/Resource Type  

Preliminary NR 
Evaluation  

Photograph of Resource  

1. 
2020 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R06W 
Section 25A 

Tax Lot # 2000 
 

1910 Bungalow-style 
farmhouse front-facing 
gable, original double-drop 
wood siding and windows.  
Retains some outbuildings 
on large rural lot.  

Potentially 
eligible  

 
Criteria A  

assôn with early 
rural development, 
possible Criterion 
C, for early 20th 

century 
architecture 

 

2. 
2080 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R06W 
Section 25A 

Tax Lot #2202 
 

1963 Ranch style house, 
with low pitch gable roof, 
located at end of long flag 
lot, limited visibility from 
public right of way  

Not able to 
confirm 

eligibility  
status  

 

  

 

3. 
2095 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R06W 
Section 25AD 

Tax Lot #1400 
 

1960  

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

4. 
2117 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R06W 
Section 25AD 

Tax Lot #1600 
 

1940, Single story gable-
roof cottage with gable 
garage, appears earlier.  
Modified windows. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

5. 
2147 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R06W 
Section 25AD 

Tax Lot #2900 
 

1937, single story gable 
roof cottage with additions, 
modified windows 
diminished integrity.  

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  
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Map 
ID  

Property  
Name/Addr
ess 

Map/Tax Lot  
Construction 

Date/Resource Type  
Preliminary NR 

Evaluation  
Photograph of Resource  

6. 
2163 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R06W 
Section 25AD 

Tax Lot #3000 
 

1930, single story gable 
with additions and 
modifications. 

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

7. 
2173 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R06W 
Section 25AD 

Tax Lot #3100 

1952, single story hip 
ranch, modified siding and 
windows. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

8. 
2223 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25AD, 
Tax Lot #3400 

 

1956, located at end of 
flag lot, no visibility from 
public right-of-way. 

Not able to 
confirm 

eligibility  
status  

 

  

 

9. 
2232 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25A, 

Tax Lot #2500 
 

1946, mid-century tract, 
much modified with 
replaced siding, windows 
and other changes. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

10. 
2237 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25AD, 
Tax Lot #3300 

 

1950, single story ranch 
with multiple additions and 
modifications. 

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrity   
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Map 
1930
ID  

Property  
Name/Addr
ess 

Map/Tax Lot  
Construction 

Date/Resource Type  
Preliminary NR 

Evaluation  
Photograph of Resource  

11. 
2259 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 
Tax Lot # 200 

 

1947, one and one half 
story wood frame with 
rural outbuildings.  
Somewhat modified but 
retains setting. 

Potentially 
eligible  

 
Criteria A  

assôn with early 
rural development,  

 

12. 
2284 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 
Tax Lot #590  

1930, Small single-story 
cottage, much modified 
with replacement roofing, 
siding, and windows. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

13. 
2307 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 
Tax Lot #400  

1945, single story wood 
frame cottage, rear 
building, modified.  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

14. 
2355 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1100 

1961 (appears earlier), 
single story cottage with 
outbuildings, much 
modified. 

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

15. 
2368 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1000 

1952, one story cottage, 
altered 

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrity   
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Map 
ID  

Property  
Name/Addr
ess 

Map/Tax Lot  
Construction 

Date/Resource Type  
Preliminary NR 

Evaluation  
Photograph of Resource  

16. 
2435 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1200 

1945, single story gable 
cottage.  Boarded up and 
vacant, appears to be 
ready for demolition.  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y 
 

17. 
2444 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1600 

1940 (appears earlier), 
Bungalow style single story 
with front -facing gable and 
wing, original siding, 
modified windows but 
generally intact 

Potentially 

eligible  
 

Criteria A  
assôn with early 

rural development, 
possible Criterion 
C, for early 20th 

century 
architecture 

 

18. 
2447 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1302 

1952, single story gable, 
appears modified with 
additions etc. 

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  

19. 
2456 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1702 

1947, single story WWII -
era tract or earlier, much 
modified with altered 
siding, windows and 
additions. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

20. 
2465 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1300 

1934, single story gable 
with large additions, 
modifications 

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Common 
Type/Compromised 

Integrit y  
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Map 
ID  

Property  
Name/Addr
ess 

Map/Tax Lot  
Construction 

Date/Resource Type  
Preliminary NR 

Evaluation  
Photograph of Resource  

21. 
2483 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #1500 

1935, Small single story 
low-pitched gable, much 
modified. Site includes 
mobile home to south.  

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

22. 
2496 Allen 
Creek Road 

T36S  R6W 
Section 25D, 

Tax Lot #2000 

1946 (appears earlier) 
Single story gable volume 
on larger rural lot.  

Potentially 

eligible  
 

Criteria A  
assôn with early 

rural development, 
possible Criterion 
C, for early 20th 

century 
architecture 

 

23. 
2140 Arnold 

Avenue 

T36S  R6W 
Section 26A, 

Tax Lot #3200 
 

1956 (appears earlier), a 
small single story cottage 
with side-facing gables and 
wings, altered with 
replacement siding and 
windows. 

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually  

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

24. 
2322 Arnold 

Avenue 

T36S  R6W 
Section 26A, 

Tax Lot #2300 
 

1955, Not entirely visible 
from public right of way 
but appears much 
modified. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

distri ct / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

25. 
930 Buena 
Vista Lane 

T36S  R6W 
Section 23BB, 
Tax Lot #2000 

 

1962, single story ranch 
house, modified with 
replacement windows. 

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in his toric 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  
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Map 
ID  

Property  
Name/Addr
ess 

Map/Tax Lot  
Construction 

Date/Resource Type  
Preliminary NR 

Evaluation  
Photograph of Resource  

26. 
945 Buena 
Vista Lane 

T36S  R6W 
Section 23BB, 
Tax Lot 2200 

1963, single-story ranch, 
mixed integrity with some 
modification 

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

27. 
946 Buena 
Vista Lane 

T36S  R6W 
Section 23BB, 
Tax Lot 1900 

1963, single story ranch 
with multiple additions and 
what appears to be former 
commercial/shop shed-
roofed volume attached. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

28. 
959 Buena 
Vista Lane 

T36S  R6W 
Section 23BB, 
Tax Lot 2300  

1962, Single-story ranch 
house with front -facing 
gable and wing.  Mixed 
intergrity.  

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individu ally 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

29. 
2475 

Cloverlawn 
Drive 

T36S  R5W 
Section 29D, 
Tax Lot # 805 

 

1961, single story gable 
ranch, modified. 

Not Eligible  
 

Non -contributing 
in historic 

district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

30. 
2750 

Cloverlawn 
Drive 

T36S  R5W 
Section 29D, 

Tax Lot # 3100 
 

1963 (appears earlier) 
small single story gable 
volume  

Not Eligible  

 
Non -contributing 

in historic 
district / Not 
individually 

eligible  
 

Compromised 
integrity/Common 

type  

 


